《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Judges》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. The Times. In the order of the Bible, the book of Judges follows that of Joshua. But there is a great difference between the two. Joshua tells us of a carefully planned attack by the whole people of Israel upon the seven nations who inhabited Canaan, and its complete success; and the bulk of the second half of the book is occupied by the distribution of the territory among the twelve tribes. At the beginning of Judges we find the Israelites either setting out on the conquest of parts of Canaan, or dwelling in an only half-conquered country, side by side with the Canaanites; they are subject to a long series of attacks from enemies inside and outside the country; united action between the different tribes is at best rare and never complete; and the book closes with two episodes which have nothing to do with foreign foes, but in which the wildness and even savagery of the period (including general lawlessness, massacre, treachery, mutilation and human sacrifice), clear enough in each of the earlier narratives of the book, is placed in peculiarly strong relief.

The picture, however, is an entirely natural one. The Israelites had been living the life of desert nomads; and when they invaded the rich sown lands of Canaan, to which other tribes from the desert had already found their way, they preserved something of the character of Bedouin raiders. Under a recognised leader like Joshua, they could combine and gain victories as striking as they were transitory; when Joshua was dead, they were as ready to split into independent tribal groups, and to refuse to 'come up to the help of Jehovah.' Thereupon they either became slaves where they had been conquerors, or fell beneath the hands of fresh invaders in their turn.

But their nomad character was quickly lost. From shepherds they soon turned into farmers like the Canaanites. In language and even in religious observances there was little to separate the old inhabitants from the new-comers. But there was one difference. The Canaanites worshipped local deities or Baals; Israel had one God, Jehovah (AV 'the Lord,' really a proper name). He had led them out of Egypt. A common and undisputed allegiance to Him bound together the twelve tribes and severed them from every one else. To forget Him was to fall into the loose and dangerous ways of the Canaanites; to turn to Him was to unite in politics, in social order and in religion. (See sections 6 and 7.)

2. The Book. The contents of the book fall into three divisions: Judges 1:1 to Judges 3:4; Judges 3:5 to Judges 16:31, and Judges 16:17-21. The first is introductory, striking the keynote of the book—ease, forgetfulness, disobedience, enslavement, repentance, deliverance, and ease once more. The second describes in more or less detail the various occurrences of these mutations under the Judges. The third, an appendix, contains an account of the early migrations of the Danites, and the feud between Benjamin and the rest of the nation. These divisions are not the work of a single hand. Like the other historical books of the OT., Judges is a compilation. The unknown author of the book as it now stands evidently-had before him much material which is now lost (cp. Joshua 10:13; 2 Samuel 1:17), and he preserved this or made selections from it as he thought best. Thus, Judges 5 is certainly a triumph-song going back to the time of Deborah herself. The tone of the first division is almost entirely moralising or religious. Similar passages are inserted in the second division, pointing the moral of each disaster; but in the body of the narratives this moralising element is absent, while to the story of Abimelech there is no moral at all. This tendency is often spoken of as 'deuteronomic,' because it finds its fullest expression in the book of Deuteronomy, under whose special influence, it is supposed, Judges, like other historical books, was put into its present shape. In the third division the writer has taken over two ancient stories, without adding his own reflections to them save in isolated notes. To a modern reader this may seem an uncritical attempt to make history instructive. But there can be no doubt that history, rightly understood, is calculated to instruct; and in the case of the Hebrews, to forget the commands of the national God, and to drift into social and domestic relations with the Canaanites, was simply to invite disaster. Thus the real meaning of the older Hebrew narratives (themselves by no means devoid of religious feeling) is explained for the reader by means of the religious insight of the later compiler.

3. The Name. The word 'judge' implies to us something very different from what it implied to a Hebrew. The Hebrews, unlike the ancient Babylonians with their elaborate codes, knew nothing of the complex machinery of the law-court; disputes were settled by the head of the family, the elders of the tribe or of the village or town, or by the priests; later on, in the more serious cases, by some person of national influence, and even by the king. The procedure was informal, and regulated at most by custom and a general sense of what was right. The sentence could only be enforced when public opinion was behind it. But a man who was qualified by age or experience, or both, or by special nearness to Jehovah, to settle disputes, could also do something more; men would naturally look to him for counsel, guidance, deliverance. To judge was thus to lead and to govern. In this sense, after our period, Samuel was said to judge Israel (1 Samuel 7:6 : see also 1 Samuel 8:2). It is in this sense that Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, and the other heroes of this book are judges. In each case their rise is the result of divine selection. Deborah is a prophetess, and she summons Barak to her side; Gideon is called by the angel of Jehovah; the spirit of Jehovah comes mightily upon Samson (Judges 4:6; Judges 6:11; Judges 13:25). The result of this is some signal achievement against the common foe; after which, the people, having learnt to trust the wisdom of their 'judge' in war, willingly follow it in peace (Judges 8:22; Judges 12:7). All the judges mentioned in this book appear to have been military leaders; later, however, we find the peaceful Eli holding this office for the nation; and Samuel, who used to go 'on circuit' to a certain number of towns (1 Samuel 7:16), though he was constantly asked for advice in a war, is never said to have acted as general. Of the extent of the judges' authority we know nothing; after their victories have been gained, the historian tells us no more about them. But Saul and even David in his earlier years seem to have been little more than very powerful 'judges'; the son of Gideon himself gains the title of king with no great difficulty (Judges 9:6). The main business of a Hebrew king, from David onwards, as of an Indian rajah or a Mohammeden caliph, was to lead his people in war, settle their quarrels, and protect the poor. No one could do this satisfactorily unless he were a strong personality; in the rough period of our book, the only way of impressing the community was by warlike prowess. But no greater service than settling disputes without fear or favour could be rendered; and the noblest function of the Messiah Himself was to judge the poor and needy, to break in pieces the oppressor, and bring forth judgment to the Gentiles (Psalms 72:4, Psalms 72:12; Isaiah 11:4; Isaiah 42:1, Isaiah 42:3).

4. The Dates. Where there is no fixed era, chronology is necessarily obscure. The historian of Hebrew antiquity could of course give us no dates; he could at most tell us the duration of the lives of men or of periods of time. Dealing with times long past, of which exact chronological records were not easily obtainable, it is not surprising if the various writers are not always exact themselves, and if their notices of time do not always agree. The period of Judges, we know, extends from the death of Joshua, a certain number of years after the forty years which followed the exodus, to about the birth of Samuel, i.e. perhaps two generations before the accession of David to the throne of Judah. The exodus is now generally placed about 1250 b.c. David came to the throne about 1000 b.c. But in 1 Kings 6:1 the interval between the exodus and the founding of the Temple in the 4th year of Solomon, i.e. 44 years after David's accession, is said to be 480 years. From the numbers given in Judges, the interval would appear to have been still greater. Othniel, Ehud, Barak, Gideon and Samson are accountable for 220 years (40, 80, 40, 40, 20); the 'minor judges' (Shamgar, Tola, Jair, Ibzan, Elon and Abdon, so called because their story is not given in detail), Jephthah, Abimelech, and the periods of oppression amount to 190. (See Chronological Table.) If we add to these 40 years each for Moses (Deuteronomy 2:7, etc.), Eli (1 Samuel 4:18;) and David (1 Kings 2:11), with more years still for Joshua, Samuel and Saul, we shall get a period nearer to 580 than 480. It has accordingly been pointed out that the round numbers (40, 80, 20) are probably not intended to be taken as exact, but as=a generation, two generations, and half a generation respectively, although the other figures appear to be based on precise records. It has further been suggested that the years of oppression are not to be counted in with the rest, and also that some of the judges (though the book itself gives no hint of this, probable as it would seem) were synchronous with others. Many ingenious manipulations of the figures have been made to reach a result agreeing with the 480 years of 1 Kings 6 but this number may very possibly be an exaggeration, and in any case it is not easy to see how such a period as that of the Judges could ever have lasted much longer than 200 years. The two certain facts seem to be that, even through those wild years, in the case of some of the judges, more or less exact records were preserved, and that the periods of peace were very much longer than those of foreign oppression and war.

5. The Oppressors. Our book makes it clear that while the Israelites failed to conquer the whole country, they kept a firm hold on one part, the central mountain range W. of the Jordan. The desert wanderers, on entering Palestine, were forced to become mountaineers. In the plain of Esdraelon, which cut like a wedge into this range, as well as up and down the country elsewhere, were the Canaanites, with their walled towns and formidable chariots. To the W., in the low lands between the mountains and the sea, were the Philistines. E. of the Jordan valley (which was too tropical to be largely inhabited), on rolling uplands of corn and forest and heath, were the lands assigned to Reuben, Gad (Gilead) and Manasseh, but really much more in the power of Ammon and Moab. Further to the E., on the borders of the desert, were wandering but powerful tribes of Midianites, Amalekites, and others. Far across the desert to the E. were the great powers of Assyria and Babylon; to the N. were Syria and the empire of the Hittites, while beyond the southern desert was Egypt. During this period, however, all these powers were, for various reasons, engaged within their own borders; and Palestine, which had in previous centuries been the battle-field of their armies, and was to be so again, was left unmolested. The oppressors of Israel, therefore, were people little if at all stronger than herself. Entrenched within her mountains, she ought to have feared nothing from Moab, Ammon and Midian.. The Canaanites, though they had the doubtful advantage of wealth, and by their strongholds in the plain of Esdraelon could for a time prevent Israelite unity, never regained footing in the hill-country; nor had they any political cohesion among themselves.

All these peoples (except the Midianites) were closely allied in race with Israel; the Philistines, who had a better political organisation than any of their neighbours, and who did not practise circumcision, are often thought to have come from Crete, and therefore not to be Semites at all. Their hostility was by far the most serious; Israel never succeeded in really menacing any one of their five cities; Samson himself never led an Israelite force into their territory; and it was the impossibility of making head against them, even under the guidance of Samuel, that led the Hebrews to change the leadership of the judge for the more settled rule of a king (1 Samuel 8). Apart from the Philistines, Israel had more to fear from peace than war. An enemy, once repelled, never throughout this period attacked her again; and, placed as she was between foes inside and outside her territory, she could yet lift up her eyes unto the hills, and know that her help came from thence.

6. The Historical Value of the Book. What then is to be made of these fragmentary records of invasion, foray, muster and vengeance? Far more than appears on the surface. When Israel followed Joshua across the Jordan, she was a collection of tribes; when Samuel handed over his authority to Saul, she was a nation. During those wild years were being forged the bonds of a nationality which has survived unprecedented shocks till the present day. Not even at the time of Saul was the nation complete; Judah is curiously isolated from his brethren, and in the song of Deborah is never mentioned (Judges 1:2 : cp. Deuteronomy 33:7). Ephraim is regarded as the leading tribe, though his rôle was by no means the most glorious (Judges 8:1-2). But these repeated shocks of invasion did what nothing else could have done. Consciousness of a common foe gave Israel the consciousness of a common aim, destiny, and religion. This book shows more clearly than any other that the history of Israel was an evolution, a progress. National unity, indeed, might seem no further advanced under Samson than under Barak. But this is an error. The Judges made a wider appeal than to their own tribes alone; the Hebrews were learning that they were brothers; and this sense of brotherhood, however strangely manifesting itself, is shown clearly throughout the book.

But can we credit all the marvellous exploits, it will be asked, of individual judges? When these are examined in detail, they offer comparatively little diffculty. True, there may be exaggeration, as so often in Hebrew writers, in the numbers; and is it not natural that other details should be magnified when told round the camp-fire or at the village gate? Our ideas of accuracy, it must be remembered, were unknown in the 10th cent. b.c. In the case of Samson, this tendency to glorify the exploits of a beloved champion was more marked, and reminds us of the stories told of William Tell. On the other hand, there is not an episode that is not full of most graphic and striking touches; Judges 5 is one of the finest lyrics inside or outside the Bible; the last four chapters contain most valuable material for the religious and social history of the Hebrews; nor is there a book in the Bible which shows us more clearly the strength and the weakness of the Hebrew nature, its rugged independence and its readiness to assimilate, the meanness and cowardice that it was prone to show, and the courage, the resolution, and the tragedy of its chosen heroes.

7. The Religious Value of the Book. What have these early stories to do with our religious life? Is not their morality far below that of the present day? Are not the historical conditions completely different from our own? Do we not know far more of God than their boldest spirits could ever teach us? These three questions suggest the following answers: (a) In the primitive character of the morality of the book lies much of its value. The Israelites were not completely different from their neighbours. They could be rash, cruel, vengeful (like the men of the Scottish clans), and even licentious; a prophetess could exult in an act which to us spells sheer treachery (see on Judges 5:24); and for their cruelties they could, like their neighbours, assume divine sanction (e.g. Judges 20). Yet in spite of this, they knew that Jehovah was their God; and, unlike the other gods, He had a definite character; certain kinds of conduct He hated, others He loved. And this knowledge gradually taught them the love of truth, justice, humanity, purity, and the deep piety that breathes in Psalms 23, 84. In our book one can watch this love just beginning to grow. If the nation that produced Judges 20 could also produce, first Judges 5, and, later on, Isaiah 53, what can be deemed impossible for the Spirit of God?

(b) The conditions of life in ancient Israel were very different from our own; but the principles were the same. Racial animosity and greed are as strong today as then. National peril always rose from the desire to 'get on' or to follow the line of least resistance. National strength lay in self-forgetting enthusiasm for a common cause and devotion to the commands of God. It lies nowhere else today. Further, history shows that wherever there is a faith like Gideon's, whether in a Judas Maccabaeus, a Wilberf orce, or a Mazzini, the results are just as surprising, and just as beneficent.

(c) The God we worship is not merely 'the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob.' He is 'the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.' But the lesson that God can only be worshipped aright when the whole nation recognises its unity and the duty of mutual care and protection, is not learnt yet. The fatal distinction between God's interest in the religious life and in the social well-being of His people, we must learn to reject. Religion, patriotism and national health are unmeaning apart from each other; and all alike are impossible unless the cause of disaster is traced to disobedience and sin. The victories of the Hero-judges, as the Epistle to the Hebrews asserts, are victories of faith; this faith is also ours; and of this faith the 'author and perfecter' is Jesus (Hebrews 11:32; Hebrews 12:2).

List of Oppressions and Judges
	
	Yrs. of
Oppressions
	Yrs. of
Judges

	Oppression under Chushanrishathaim
	8
	—

	Peace under Othniel
	—
	40

	Oppression under Eglon (Moab)
	18
	—

	Peace after Ehud's deliverance
	—
	80

	Oppression under Jabin (Canaan)
	20
	—

	Peace after Barak's victory
	—
	40

	Oppression under Midianites and allies
	7
	—

	Peace after Gideon's victory
	—
	40

	Abimelech's 'reign'
	—
	3

	Tola
	—
	23

	Jair
	—
	22

	Oppression under Ammonites
	18
	—

	Peace under Jephthah
	—
	6

	Ibzan
	—
	7

	Elon
	—
	10

	Abdon
	—
	8

	Oppression under the Philistines
	40
	—

	Activity of Samson
	—
	20

	Totals
	113
	299


	Total length of Oppressions and Deliverances reckoned consecutively
	412


01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-4

Introductory (Judges 1:1 to Judges 3:4)
Division 1, Judges 1:1 to Judges 2:5.

This section of the book contains a brief recapitulation of the early conquest of Palestine, told from a somewhat different point of view from that of Joshua 7-21, and supplying much that is there not mentioned. From these vv. it is clear that Palestine was not conquered in one great invasion; and the whole of the book shows Israel to be only in very precarious possession of the land. The narrative in Joshua emphasises the influence over the whole collection of tribes wielded by the Ephraimite hero, Joshua himself; Judges 1:1 to Judges 2:5 narrates the movements of separate tribes, leaving some of them (Issachar, Levi and Benjamin) unmentioned. It would seem that after the main body of Israelites had crossed the Jordan, captured Jericho, and made Gilgal their headquarters, the larger number of them, under Joshua, faced northwards, while Judah and Simeon remained in the south, and, for some time, were almost detached from the main body. The actual narratives of this division of Part 1 deal with (1) the conquest of Adoni-bezek by Judah and Simeon (Judges 1:1-8); (2) conquests of Othniel in the south (Judges 1:9-15); (3) further conquests of Judah and Simeon (Judges 1:16-21); (4) capture of Bethel (Judges 1:22-26); (5) limits to the conquests of Manasseh, Ephraim, Zebulun, Asher, Naphtali and Dan (Judges 1:27-36); (6) the moral, delivered by the angel at Bochim (Judges 2:1-5).

Verses 1-36

The Conquests of Judah, Simeon, and other Tribes
1-8. Conquests of Judah and Simeon.

1. After the death of Joshua] This joins the beginning of Judges to the end of Joshua; but in what follows the author refers to events which must have preceded the partition of Joshua 13 f., and the campaigns of Joshua 10, 11. Asked the lord] Consulted the oracle of the Lord': cp. Judges 18:5; Judges 20:18. See also Exodus 28:30; Numbers 27:21. 

2. The land] the S. part of Palestine. 

3. Simeon] The towns of Simeon (Joshua 19:1-9) are also attributed to Judah (Joshua 15:26-36, Joshua 15:42). Later, Simeon ceases to exist as an independent tribe. My lot] Each tribe has had a part of Canaan allotted to it, whose conquest it is to attempt. Judah is chosen to make the first inroad.

4. Perizzites] see on Genesis 13:7. Canaanites] in its special sense of 'lowlanders': cp. Genesis 13:7; Genesis 34:30. Bezek] lying on the road from Gilgal to South Palestine. 

5. Adoni-bezek] (perhaps the same as Adoni-zedek of Joshua 10:1) is king of Jerusalem, which city also lies in the path of Judah and Simeon to Judah's 'lot.'

6. Cut off] to make them unfit for warfare. 

7. Kings] chiefs or sheikhs of a city or even village. They] his own people.

8. Jerusalem] The city was not held, but remained in the possession of the Jebusites till the time of David (2 Samuel 5:6-9). Not till then would Judah really dominate Southern Palestine (cp. Judges 1:21, and chapter Judges 19:12).

9-15. Conquests of Othniel in the south.

9. The mountain denotes the central ridge, stretching from N. of Jerusalem to Hebron; the south, the wild country S. of Hebron, called in Hebrew the Negeb, and the valley (RV 'lowland') the maritime plain to the W. 

10. Hebron] see on Genesis 13:18. Kirjatharba] 'city of four' (quarters). In Joshua 14:15; Joshua 15:13-14, however, Arba is regarded as a personal name; he is 'the father of Anak,' or 'a great man among the Anakims' (a primitive gigantic race, of which Sheshai, etc., are names of divisions or clans). 

11. Debir] in the Negeb. Kirjath-sepher] 'Book-city' He] should be Caleb (see Joshua 15:13), to whom (Joshua 14:6-15) Moses had promised this territory. 

13. Othniel is also the hero of the deliverance from Chushan-rishathaim (Judges 3:9.).

15. Blessing] a present (cp. Genesis 33:11) or solemn token of paternal affection. Thou hast given me] RV, better, 'thou hast set me in.' A south land] RV 'the land of the South'; for the most part a waterless region, where springs would be precious. Upper and nether springs are proper names.

16-21. Further conquests of Judah and Simeon.

16. The Kenite] Hobab (cp. Judges 4:11, elsewhere called Jethro: cp. also Exodus 2:18). The Kenites are joined (in Genesis 15:19) with the Keniazites, Caleb's tribe (Kenaz, Judges 1:13), a Bedouin people in firm league with Israel: see Judges 4:17 and 1 Samuel 15:6. They do not, like Judah, attack the Canaanites. City of palm trees] Jericho, which, with Grilgal, was Israel's base of operations. Arad] SE. of Hebron. Among the people] A more probable reading is 'with the Amalekite,' i.e. not actually in Judah. 

17. Zephath] not known. Hormah] 'utter destruction.' To 'destroy utterly' is to put under a ban, or exterminate: cp. Joshua 6:17 mg;('devoted,' i.e. to destruction). 

18. These, with Gath and Ashdod, are the five Philistine cities. The LXX reads 'did not take,' which accords with subsequent references to the Philistines.

19. Chariots of iron] Always an object of dread to the light-armed Israelites (cp. Judges 4:3), but useless in the hill-country, where the Israelites were more firmly established.

Could not] The Lord being with Judah, they should have been able to drive them out. Probably their faith failed at sight of the iron chariots. The Hebrew, indeed, does not say 'could not drive them out,' but 'there was no driving out.'

21. Cp. Joshua 15:63.

22-26. Capture of Bethel.

22. House of Joseph] i.e. Ephraim and Manasseh, the leading division of the nation. Later writers use Ephraim as a synonym for the ten northern tribes (e.g. Hosea 11:8; Isaiah 28:3).

23. Descry] RV 'spy out.' Beth-el] 9 ½ m. N. of Jerusalem. See Genesis 28:19; Genesis 35:6. 

26. Hittites] see on Genesis 10:15-19. Luz] Evidently a different city from that mentioned in Judges 1:23.

27-36. Limits to the conquests of Manasseh, etc.

27. These towns are all in the plain of Esdraelon (see on Judges 4), by their hold upon which the Canaanites drove a wedge between the Israelites of Northern and Central Palestine. Beth-shean is at the E. of the plain, Taanach and Megiddo (recently excavated and revealing a wealth of Canaanite remains) on the S., Ibleam on the SE., and Dor on the coast. Would dwell] i.e. succeeded in dwelling. 

28. Tribute] RV 'taskwork.' So Israel had been treated in Egypt. 

29. Gezer] On the edge of the maritime plain; later on, taken by Egypt and given to Solomon (1 Kings 9:15). Here also extensive remains have been found, demonstrating the pagan worship carried on by its inhabitants. 

30. Kitron.. Nahalol] unknown. 

31. Accho (Akka), Zidon (Saida), and Achzib (Ez-Zib, N. of Akka) are all on the coast: the other towns are unknown. 

33. Beth-shemesh ('house of the sun'), not the wellknown Beth-shemesh in Judah: cp. Joshua 19:38. Beth-anath (house of the goddess Anath) is perhaps a town 6 m. N. of Kadesh-naphtali.

34. Dan fails in securing a foothold: later, the Danites make an expedition northwards (Judges 18) and Ephraim gains an entrance into the territory from which they are driven (Judges 1:35). Amorites] see on Genesis 10:16. 

35. Mount Heres] 'the mountain of the sun.' Aijalon] 12 m. W. of Jerusalem; the scene of Joshua's great victory (Joshua 10:12). Shaalbim] possibly 3 m. to the N. 

36. Coast] RV 'border.' The ascent of (RV) Akrabbim (scorpions) is said in Joshua 15:3 to be on the border of Judah and Edom. Amorites is probably a misreading for 'Edomites.' The spot lies on a line between Hebron and Petra, the Edomite capital. As it stands, this v. has no connexion with its context. 

36. The rock] should be, as RM, 'Sela,' i.e. Petra in Edom.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-23

Prologue to the Story of the Judges
1-5. The moral of the preceding notices, delivered by an angel at Bochim.

1. An angel of the lord] RV 'the angel.' Cp. Judges 6:11, Judges 6:22; Judges 13:3, Judges 13:21, where it is plain (from Judges 6:14, Judges 6:16; Judges 13:22) that the angel is thought of as God Himself (see on Judges 6:14). The word translated 'angel,' however, means simply 'messenger': cp. Judges 6:8.

Gilgal] the site of the first Hebrew camp after the crossing of the Jordan (Joshua 4:19). Bochim] 'weepers' (Judges 2:4), but LXX here reads 'Bethel' (Judges 1:23), which was later the abode of the ark (Judges 20:27) Allon Bacuth, 'weeping tree,' was near Bethel (Genesis 25:8). Covenant] see Genesis 15:18; Genesis 17:19; Deuteronomy 4:13; Deuteronomy 8:18; Deuteronomy 29:1; Deuteronomy 31:16, etc.

Division 2, Judges 2:6 to Judges 3:4.

A return to the later scenes of Joshua's life, to connect it with the stories of the Judges. chapter Judges 2:6-10 is very similar to Joshua 24:28-31. The history of Israel in this period is here interpreted as a succession of punishments for disobedience, and deliverance after repentance, a point of view which is not emphasised in the individual stories, but not inconsistent with them. Israel's only chance of existence in Canaan lay in its adherence to the one bond of union, the worship of Jehovah. The introduction divides into three parts: Judges 2:6-10, historical prologue; Judges 2:11-23, interpretation of the history; Judges 3:1-6, Israel's actual relations with the Canaanites.

6-10. Historical Prologue.

6. Cp. Joshua 24:28. Evidently the beginning and not the end of conquest is here referred to. In the OT. Canaan is never regarded as a land of rest. 

9. Timnathheres] 'territory of the sun': probably near Shechem. In Joshua 24:30 the letters of 'heres' are transposed, to avoid the suggestion of idolatrous association (cp. also Judges 8:13 and RV there). Gaash] unknown.

11-23. The religious interpretation of the history of the Judges.

11. Baalim] RV 'the Baalim,' i.e. the local gods worshipped by the Canaanites. Baalim is” the plural of Baal, which means 'lord' (cp. Judges 8:33). Each place might thus have its patron god. Jehovah was never thought of by the Hebrews as a local deity in this sense.

13. Ashtaroth] RV 'the Ashtaroth,' properly the feminine counterpart of 'the Baalim.' In Babylon, the goddess Ashtoreth appears as Ishtar (with attributes corresponding in part to Aphrodite or Venus). How easily the worship of the native deities, the Baals, the Ashtoreths, in their sacred groves, would lead to licentiousness is obvious (see on Genesis 38:15).

17. A whoring] Adultery and fornication are common figures for unfaithfulness to Israel's 'lord,' Jehovah, cp. Hosea 1-3; Ezekiel 16, 20; Matthew 12:39. The succeeding stories make it clear that it was by uniting the Hebrews in a religious war that the Judges caused the local cults to be put aside. 

18. It repented the lord] cp. 1 Samuel 15:11; Psalms 90:13; Zechariah 8:14 : on the other hand, 1 Samuel 15:29; Jeremiah 4:28; Ezekiel 24:14. Here the word really means'pity.'

20. Covenant] Joshua 23:16 chapter Judges 2:1. In Joshua the ark is constantly called 'the ark of the covenant' (Joshua 3:3, etc.). 

22. Prove] cp. Judges 3:1, Judges 3:2. Such an expression shows how easily a test may become a temptation. 

23. Neither delivered he, etc.] a later addition: the whole passage deals with what occurred after the death of Joshua.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-31

The Story of the Judges. Othniel. Ehud. Shamgar
1-6. Israel's actual relations with the Canaanites.

1. Wars of Canaan] i.e. those waged by Joshua, after whose death (Judges 2:21) the career of victory was made to cease by Jehovah. 

2. A third reason for the survival of the heathen in Canaan, in addition to those given in Judges 2:1; and in. Judges 2:22; Judges 3:1. 

3. Philistines] see Intro. § 5. The Philistines occupied the lowland in the SW. Their five cities formed a confederacy: see Judges 16:5, etc., and 1 Samuel 6:16. At the death of Samuel their power extends far into central Palestine (1 Samuel 31:10). All the Canaanites] in the more restricted sense, the lowlanders of the SW. bordering on the Philistines. Hivites] read 'Hittites': see on Genesis 10:15-19. Baal-hermon] In the similar passage in Joshua we read 'Baal-Gad under Hermon' (Judges 13:5), a place on the W. side of Hermon. The entering in of Hamath] Hamath was a powerful city of the Hittites on the Orontes (modern Hama). The 'entrance' to it is the hollow country between Lebanon and anti-Lebanon, on the plain at the N. end of Lebanon: cp. 2 Samuel 8:9; 1 Kings 8:65; Amos 6:14, where it is regarded as the true northern frontier of Israel.

5. See on Judges 1:1-4; Judges 3:3. To these six 'nations' of Canaan the Girgashites are often added.

6. Cp. Exodus 34:16; Nehemiah 13:25.

Verses 5-31

History of the Judges (Judges 3:5 to Judges 16:31)
On this, the main section of the book, see Intro. § 2 and List of Oppressions and Judges. The larger part of the book is concerned with six of the Judges, one of whom is not properly a Judge at all (Abimelech), and in the case of another (Samson) isolated forays are recorded, but no actual deliverance.

7-11. Chushan-rishathaim and Othniel.

7. The groves] RV 'the asheroth.' The word (another plural) means the sacred poles set up near an altar, which were common in Seniitic worship (even Solomon's temple had' pillars': see on 1 Kings 7:21). Here, however, actual goddesses seem to be intended, perhaps regarded as symbolised by the poles. 

8. Chushan-rishathaim] The Heb. word means 'Ethiopian of double iniquity.' The real name must be hidden behind this expression. Mesopotamia] see on Genesis 24:10.

9. Othniel] cp. Judges 1:13
10. The Spirit of the Lord] used here and elsewhere of the inspiration which makes a man capable of great and apparently superhuman exploits and achievements: Judges 6:34; Judges 11:29; Judges 14:6; Judges 15:14 : cp. also Exodus 31:3.

12-30. Eglon and Ehud.

12. Moab] the high plateau on the E. of the Dead Sea: cp. 2 Kings 3:24. 

13. Ammon] N. of Moab: the Amalekites (Genesis 36:12) are called Edomites. They occupied the desert between Sinai and S. Palestine. The Kenites formed one of their nomad clans, but on the whole their enmity to Israel was constant: cp. 1 Samuel 15:2; hence their readiness to join Eglon's invasion. City of palm trees] cp. 1 Samuel 1:16 : Jericho, which was thus not entirely destroyed (Joshua 6:26). It would command the roads from central to southern Palestine.

15. Lefthanded] lit. 'lamed in his right hand.' Hence the success of his ruse: but Judges 20:16 seems to show that ambidexterity is all that is meant: cp. also 1 Chronicles 12:2. Present] i.e. tribute. 

16. Dagger] RV 'sword,' about 14 in. in the blade. Being, on his right thigh (convenient for his left hand) the guards would not notice it. 

17. Brought] RV 'offered,' as in 1 Chronicles 12:18. 

19. Quarries] RM 'graven images,' perhaps carved stones. Once beyond these (cp. Judges 3:26), though only 2 m. from Jericho, Ehud knew that he was safe.

20. Summer parlour] RM 'upper chamber of cooling': a room on the flat roof of an Oriental house; in this case enclosed so that the interior was not visible from outside.

22. No meaning can be obtained from the Heb. words at the end of this v. 

23. Locked] i.e. bolted (as in the East at present). 

26. Seirath] unknown. 

27. Mountain] i.e. hillcountry. The men of Ephraim (Joshua's tribe) are recognised as the leaders in Israel: cp. Judges 8:1. 

28. Toward Moab] RV 'against the Moabites,' i.e. to prevent their returning.

29. For the expression ten thousand, cp. Judges 1:4; Judges 4:6; Judges 7:3; Judges 20:34. 

30. Fourscore] two full generations.

31. Shamgar] the first of the 'minor' Judges. The name is mentioned in Judges 5:6, though not as a 'saviour.' No Philistine oppression is mentioned till later. An ox goad] would be an efficient substitute for a spear—a sixfoot staff tipped with a spike: cp. Judges 15:14; and 2 Samuel 23:21.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-24

Deborah and Barak
This deliverance is described a second time in the early poem in Judges 5 (see on Judges 5:1). No other narrative describes more clearly the religious gathering of the clans, and the prowess of the hardy mountaineers when united. The plain of Esdraelon (see Intro. § 5) is one of the famous battle-fields of history. It drives like a wedge from the coast within 10m. of the Jordan; but it is dominated by hills on all sides, and is almost closed by them at its western end. In Judges 5 all the tribes are mentioned either as uniting or refusing to appear, save Judah and Simeon. Subsequently we hear no more of such united efforts.

1-3. Oppression by Jabin.

2. Jabin] In Joshua 11:1-3; Jabin is defeated by Joshua at the waters of Merom, near the head of the Jordan valley, and Hazor is burned. In Judges 5 Jabin is not mentioned, and Sisera is apparently regarded as king. Hazor] from Joshua 19:36, probably near Kadesh-naphtali. Harosheth of the Gentiles] or 'foreigners' is thus distinguished from Hebrew Harosheth. Site doubtful; probably not far from Megiddo, or at the W. end of the plain. 

3. Chariots] They would be well-nigh irresistible on the plain. The Israelites, living in the hills, had none until Solomon's time.

4-24. Defeat and Death of Sisera.

4. Judged] not in the technical sense used in this book, but of the deciding of disputes (Judges 4:5). 

5. Mount Ephraim] see on Judges 3:27. Deborah's own tribe would seem to have been Issachar (Judges 5:15). Dwelt] RV 'sat,' as judge, to decide cases. Deborah] 'bee.'

6. Barak] 'lightning': cp. the Carthaginian name Hamilcar Barca. Kedesh-naphtali] i.e. Kadesh (i.e. the shrine) of Naphtali; now Kades, 4 m. from the upper end of the waters of Merom. Mount Tabor] 1,843 ft. high: it commands the plain of Esdraelon from the NE. Ten thousand men] cp. Judges 3:10, Judges 3:14, Judges 3:29; Judges 5:8, etc. In this chapter only the two tribes Naphtali and Zebulun are mentioned: in Judges 5 as many as six gather to Barak's standard. Naphtali and Zebulun, bordering on the plain, are the most concerned. 

9. Sell] cp. Judges 2:14; Judges 3:8; Judges 4:2. A woman] i.e. Jael.

10. Went up] to Tabor. The flat summit of this conical hill made an excellent position from which the Israelites could charge down to the plain. 

11. The Kenites] cp. Judges 1:16. Father in law] is correct, not (as RV) 'brother in law.' The modern traveller Porter noticed the black tents of nomads near Kedesh. Plain] RV'oak'; evidently a prominent tree on the N. of the edge of the plain of Esdraelon. 

13. Kishon] This river rises in the high ground to the SE. of the plain, and flows right through it in a northwesterly direction. From Tabor on the NE. the Israelites would dash down and drive the Canaanites back upon its banks: in rainy weather the whole plain would be further intersected by the Kishon's tributaries. In 1799, after the battle of Mt. Tabor, numbers of fugitive Turks were swept away by the torrent and drowned. 

15. Fled away] northward to Kedesh, while Barak's host hurries westwards.

18. Mantle] RV 'rug,' or perhaps 'tent-curtain.'

19. Bottle of milk] i.e. a lamb- or goat-skin. chapter Judges 5:25 adds 'butter.' Judges 5:26 seems (though not certainly) to imply that Sisera is killed as he stands drinking. 

21. The nail or tent-pin was of wood: to drive it into the ground when camping was the women's work. On the morality of the act see on Judges 5:24. 

22. If Barak came up immediately, he must have left the main body of the pursuers almost as they left the battle-field. 

24. The Israelites now proceed to do on a small soale what, after the victories of Joshua, they had refused to do on a large one.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-31

Deborah's Triumph Song
This song celebrates the victory of Judges 4 but from the point of view, not of a later annalist, but of a contemporary poet—very possibly (though see Judges 5:12) the prophetess herself. The lyric outburst is one of the finest in any language; its style (though many of the words are now very obscure) is typical of the best Hebrew poetry. Its independence of Judges 4 may be inferred from the variations it exhibits. Sisera is represented as king: the majority of the tribes, not Zebulun and Naphtali only, are summoned: and the manner of Sisera's death is different. It says much for the fidelity of the compiler that he did not attempt to 'edit' these apparent discrepancies.

1-5. Introductory.

1. For the avenging of Israel] RV 'for that the leaders took the lead in Israel.' The Hebrew word most probably has to do with 'letting loose'; perhaps, 'with the streaming locks of warriors.'

3. A good instance of the 'parallelism' of Hebrew poetry; parallel, and sometimes almost identical thoughts are placed side by side. Abundant instances can be found in almost every Psalm. For the kings and princes, cp. Psalms 2:2; Habakkuk 1:10. 

4. Seir] the mountainous region which extends from the E. of the Dead Sea to the head of the Red Sea. The northern half of it was inhabited by Edom. Towards the southern end of it is Sinai (Judges 5:5). Jehovah is still thought of as dwelling in the desert, where He had first revealed Himself to Israel, and where He delivered them from Egypt. Cp. Psalms 18:7; Isaiah 64:1; Habakkuk 3:10.

6-11. The Oppression.

6. Shamgar] mentioned (if he is the same man) in Judges 3:31 here, the reference can hardly be to a Judge and deliverer. So with Jael; perhaps another individual is intended; or the correct name has fallen out of the text.

Unoccupied] Because of the insecurity of the country. 

7. The villages] RV 'rulers'; the word occurs in v. 11, and probably means 'peasantry.' The great trade routes were empty, and even rural life stagnated. 

8. The first two clauses are very obscure; the second should perhaps be 'the barley-bread failed.'

10. Speak] (RV 'tell') means properly 'meditate upon it.' Of the three classes addressed, the first consists of magistrates or leading men, the second (in judgment should be, as RV, 'on rich carpets') of the wealthy, the third of the people. 

11. The words in italics, supplied by the translators, help us to make sense of this v., though they cannot be considered certain. In contrast to Judges 5:6 there is now deep peace throughout the whole country-side.

12-23. The gathering of the tribes, and the battle.

12. Captivity] either 'thy captives' or 'thy captors'; cp. Psalms 68:18; Ephesians 4:8. 

13. RV is more probable; 'then came down a remnant of the nobles and of the people.' The two classes are joined as in Judges 5:2 and Judges 5:9. 

14. RV 'out of Ephraim came down they whose root is in Amalek.' This seems to suggest that Amalek once possessed the land of Ephraim; but see on Judges 12:15. The largest and smallest tribes are mentioned together, as in Hosea 5:8. Machir] a clan of Manasseh (apparently used here for the whole tribe) which is generally connected with Grilead. Pen of the writer] RV 'marshal's staff'; the 'writer' is the officer who musters the troops.

15. He was sent] RV 'into the valley they' (the men of Issachar) 'rushed forth at his feet.' Reuben dwelt in N. Moab, E. of the Dead Sea; in the later history the tribe is never heard of, as, from this v., is not surprising. For the divisions] RV 'by the watercourses' (so in Judges 5:16). 

17. Gilead] i.e. 'the people Uving in Gilead.' Reuben and Manasseh have been already mentioned; hence, Gad. Dan] would seem to have already migrated to the N. and to have connected itself with the seafaring Phoenicians (Judges 18:7). For Asher, see Judges 1:31. Breaches] RV 'creeks,' or harbours.

19. Kings] the petty chiefs of districts and towns among the Canaanites. Taanach.. Megiddo] see on Judges 1:27. 

20, 21. The very forces of nature were in alliance against Canaan. Kishon, though second to the Jordan (35 m. long from source to sea), is often, in parts, dry in the summer. Like other mountain-fed streams, it rises rapidly after a storm; here, its torrents sweep away the Canaanite chariots. 

21. Strength] Abstract for concrete. 

22. RV 'Then did the horsehoofs stamp by reason of the pransings.' This v., describing the battle, would seem naturally to precede Judges 1:21., describing the rout.

23. Meroz] an unknown place. The mention of Jael immediately after suggests that the villagers of Meroz might have done what Jael did with such success.

24-27. The Death of Sisera.

24. Sisera, according to the code of the times, on entering Jael's tent, was entitled to protection. Could a prophetess, it has been asked, invoke a blessing on an act of sheer treachery? (cp. Judges 4:17). There may have been extenuating circumstances of which we are ignorant; more probably the v. is simply an utterance of the poet's joy at an act without which the victory would have been imperfect, and might have proved fruitless: see Intro. § 7. Women in the tent] Bedouin women: nomads. 

25, 26. These vv. say nothing about Sisera's lying down to sleep, and they suggest that he was killed in the act of drinking (note 'smote off' instead of smote through'): but (see Judges 5:27) this is not absolutely necessary.

25. Butter] Properly sour milk or curds. Lordly dish] A bowl fit for nobles. 

27. The repetition is highly effective.

28-30. Ironical representation of the expectation at Sisera's home.

28. Cried] in eager, half-anxious tones.

30. Have they not sped?] rather, 'Do they not find?'—the form of the word denotes an unfinished action, which accounts for the delay.

A damsel or two] rather, 'A slave-girl, two slave girls, for each brave man'. Prey] RV 'spoil.' Needlework on both sides] means two pieces of needlework (for each man). RV 'embroidery.'

31. Final prayer. The last clause is added by the editor.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-40

Gideon and the Midianites
The story of Gideon, which runs from Judges 6:1 to Judges 8:33, is more detailed than that of Deborah and Barak; and, from the details, it would appear that different traditions have been used. Gideon, at the bidding of an angel, calls his clan together, and after reducing them to 300 men, and receiving the encouragement of a dream, surrounds the camp of the Midianites and throws them into a panic. The Ephraimites complete the defeat. The two kings of Midian are then pursued beyond Jordan and slain. Gideon is offered the kingdom, but refuses it, and lives to old age in honour and peace.

1-6. The Midianites oppress Israel.

1. Midian] These desert nomads are regarded by the Hebrews as akin to them (Genesis 36:35 cp. Exodus 2:15-21). They are found in the neighbourhood of the peninsula of Sinai, and also wander northwards: on this occasion they pour westwards across the Jordan into the more fertile lands of Palestine. Like modern Bedouins they raid and harry and destroy, but make no permanent conquest. That the Israelites did not desert their homes is plain from Judges 6:11, etc. 

3. Amalekites] see on Judges 3:13. Children of the east] other tribes living on the borders of the eastern desert. 

4. Unto Gaza] i.e. the whole country from the Jordan to the coast. Gaza was a Philistine town on the SW. of Palestine which they did not venture to pass. 

5. Grasshoppers] RV 'locusts.'

8-10. The Israelites rebuked by a Prophet.

8. A prophet] who brings a similar message to that of the angel in Judges 2:1-3. The prophet is the spokesman of Jehovah. See Intro, to Samuel. The spirit of the prophetic message is always (a) moral, (b) national. 

10. Amorites] see on Genesis 10:16.

11-40. The call of Gideon, and the tests by which it was proved.

11. Angel] see on Judges 2:1. Ophrah] in Judges 6:24 'Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.' Presumably, this Ophrah is near Shechem. Abi-ezer is a division of Manasseh (Joshua 17:2). Wheat by the winepress] RV 'in'; i.e. for concealment. The usual threshing-floor is in an exposed place: the winepress is a shallow pit in the ground, from which the grape-juice runs into two deeper vats. There would have been but little wheat to thresh. 

13. My Lord] not as Lord, the divine name, but equivalent to 'Sir.'

14. The Lord] Here the angel is identified with Jehovah: cp. Judges 13:22. 

15, Poor] RV 'the poorest.' Joash, however, can defy the 'city,' Judges 6:31. 

17. That thou talkest] RV 'that it is thou that talkest.' The angel has not, however, told Gideon who he is; probably this clause was not in the original narrative (cp. Judges 6:22). 

23. The last clause of Judges 6:21 should apparently follow rather than precede this Judges 6:24. Jehovah-shalom] 'Jehovah is peace'(Judges 6:23); cp. Exodus 17:15.

25. The altar.. that thy father hath] Joash is the priest and custodian of the village sanctuary. The 'grove' should be the pole or 'asherah' at its side. Such an attack would naturally be resented by the villagers. 

26. Ordered place] RV 'orderly manner.'

31. To avoid giving up his son (whom the men did not venture to take by force), Joash asks, 'Will you be so presumptuous as to plead for Baal? That would be impiety worthy of instant death.' Baal can defend himself. 

32. Other names compounded with Baal ('lord,' used as equivalent to Jehovah) exist, viz. Ishbaal and Meribbaal. For 'Baal,' 'bosheth' (shame) is at times substituted by later scribes (2 Samuel 11:21). See also on 1 Chronicles 8:33; 2 Samuel 2:8. From the form of the name it should rather mean 'Baal (or Jehovah) founds.'

33. Were gathered together] on the E. of Jordan, for another raid into Palestine, and 'went over' the river. The valley of Jezreel] leads up from the Jordan to the plain of Esdraelon. Jezreel is the modern Zerin.

34. Cp. Judges 13:25. Came upon] lit. 'clothed itself with Gideon.' In the strength of this inspiration he assembles not only his own clan and fellow-tribesmen, but the men of neighbouring tribes, all of whom would be threatened by the raid.

37. Gideon's tests. Wool retains moisture for a specially long time.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-25

The Rout of Midian
1-7. Gideon's choice of his Followers.

1. The sites here mentioned are doubtful. Moreh] said to be near Shechem (Genesis 12:6; Deuteronomy 11:30). After the battle Gideon crosses the Jordan by the fords one would take if travelling from Shechem eastwards. 

3. Gilead] is E. of the Jordan: some other locality must be meant. For the return of the timid, cp. Deuteronomy 20:8.

5. Probably an arbitrary test. It is as easy to find abstract reasons for choosing those who stooped down as for rejecting them. The test in Judges 12:6 is very different.

8-25. The Rout of Midian.

11. The author frankly admits that, in spite of Judges 6:34, Gideon is afraid to take the bolder course.

13. A cake of barley bread] apparently a disk-like cake baked in the ashes: representing the Israelite peasants, as the tent represents the Midianite nomads.

15. Worshipped] bowed down before God.

16. Lamps] RV 'torches.'

18. The sword] These words do not occur in the Heb. in this v. but are supplied from Judges 7:20. Jehovah is the true leader of the Israelite host.

19. The middle watch] i.e. when the night was about a third through: well before midnight.

22. These places cannot be identified, but were probably in the Jordan valley, towards a point E. of Shechem.

23. See Judges 6:35. Probably those who had left Gideon before the surprise now hurry in pursuit of the flying foe. They did not, however, as it would seem, actually join Gideon (Judges 8:4).

24. Ephraim] the leading tribe has not yet been mentioned. Beth-barah] not certainly identified; probably a tributary of the Jordan, the Wady Farah, which the Ephraimites would be able to reach before the fugitives. The latter—thus prevented from moving further southwards—would be enclosed between the two rivers, and helpless. Cp. Isaiah 9:4.

25. Two princes] RV 'the two princes.' Oreb] 'Raven.' Zeeb] 'Wolf.' Other side Jordan] This is an anticipation of the next chapter (Judges 7:4).

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-35

The Pursuit of the Kings. Gideon's Subsequent Career and Death
1. Cp. Judges 12. Ephraim claimed to be the leading tribe; later the name was often used as a synonym for the northern kingdom. The natural jealousy of the tribe was appeased by Gideon's ready wit; one might have suspected that, making such claims as these, they would not have left Gideon to take the initiative.

2. Gleaning and vintage] note the contrast between these. Abi-ezer] Gideon substitutes this for his own name. 

4. Having driven the Midianites into the arms of Ephraim, Gideon turns eastwards. Judges 8:10 implies that a very considerable section of the foe had escaped the trap and was still formidable. 

5. Succoth] like Penuel (Genesis 33:17) must be E. of the Jordan, near the Jabbok. 

6. The chiefs of Succoth evidently doubt whether Gideon is really victorious as yet.

9. Tower] Where a city had no walls, a central stronghold was frequent. In the middle ages the church tower sometimes served this purpose: cp. Judges 9:46.

10. Karkor] unknown. The other two places are probably SE. of the Jabbok. The Midianites were making for the desert (cp. Numbers 32:35, Numbers 32:42). For the numbers cp. Judges 7:13. Gideon's first levy is said to have numbered 32,000 (Judges 7:3).

11. The way of them that dwelt in tents] i.e. the road usually taken by the nomads. 

12. Secure] i.e. free from anxiety, as in the camp W. of the Jordan (Judges 7). 

13. Before the sun was up] RV 'from the ascent of Heres,' i.e. from the way up to Heres (see on Judges 2:9). 

14. Described] RM 'wrote down' a list of the chief men. The elders are heads of families; the princes (cp. Judges 8:6) are the military leaders. 

16. Taught] if right, bitterly ironical. All the early versions read 'threshed,' or 'carded,' as Judges 8:7 implies.

18. This private wrong of Gideon's is now mentioned for the first time. Tabor] see on Judges 4:6.

19. According to the law of blood revenge, the nearest relative is bound to avenge the victim's death (cp. Numbers 35:19). 

20. Jether] is the same name as Jethro (Exodus 4:18; 1 Kings 2:5). To be slain by a boy would be a further indignity for the two chiefs, who meet their death with barbarian courage. 

21. Ornaments] RV 'crescents': cp. Judges 8:26.

22-35. Gideon's subsequent career and death.

22. The fame of Gideon's exploit makes his countrymen desire that he should become an hereditary monarch and not merely a judge. See Intro, to Samuel.

26. Shekels] A shekel is rather less than half an ounce. The whole weight would thus be nearly seventy pounds. Collars] RV 'pendants.'

27. Ephod] see Judges 17:5. An image of some sort used in consulting the will of Heaven. 

28. Forty years] cp. Judges 5:31. 

29. Jerubbaal] i.e. Gideon: see Judges 6:32.

33-35 The Israelites lapse into idolatry after Gideon's death.

33. Baalim] RV 'the Baalim': see on Judges 2:11. Baal-berith] i.e. Baal of the Covenant. The alliance between the Canaanites and the Hebrews would naturally be cemented by a common worship, which would involve the latter in idolatry: cp. Judges 9:46 (El-berith).

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-57

The Story of Abimelech
This chapter breaks the regular order of the book, since Abimelech is not thought of as a judge, and the Canaanites are not here regarded as oppressors. The story, however, throws a valuable light on the way in which Israel fell into unfaithfulness, when free from the yoke of foreign oppression.

1-6. The rise of Abimelech.

1. As being born out of regular wedlock, Abimelech would be brought up at first in his mother's family, and reckoned as belonging to it (Judges 9:2). It seems to have been of considerable position in Shechem. Shechem] still, as in Genesis 34, chiefly Canaanitish, in spite of being Joseph's burial-place (Joshua 24:32). Threescore and ten pieces of silver] between seven and eight pounds sterling. 

4. Vain] worthless: hired mercenaries of no character. 

5. On one stone] as if they had been sacrificial animals (1 Samuel 14:33.). 

6. Millo] apparently a Shechemite family, or a town near Shechem (Judges 9:20). The word has a different meaning in 1 Kings 9:15; 2 Kings 12:20. King] Abimelech is no Israelite king, but simply the ruler over the single city of Shechem; nothing implies that the Hebrews recognised this royalty. Plain] RV 'oak': cp. Genesis 35:4; Joshua 24:26; 1 Samuel 11:15. Pillar] like the 'asherah,' a regular feature of a Canaanite shrine.

7-21. Jotham's parable and flight.

7. Gerizim] Shechem lies between Gerizim (nearly 3,000 ft. high) on the S. and Ebal on the N.

8-15. Jotham's Fable. Its connexion with the moral which Jotham wishes to point is somewhat loose, and perhaps it was a popular story; but it sufficiently expresses Jotham's hatred and contempt; feelings which find further vent in the sarcasm of the prayer in 16-20. Cp. the fable of Jehoash in 2 Kings 14:9. The fruit-trees render the real service; the bramble desires the empty honour.

21. Beer] not known. The name means 'Well' (cp. Beer-sheba).

22-33. The Conspiracy of Gaal.

22. Over Israel] at most over the Manassites who were connected with the Canaanites of Shechem. 

23. God sent] cp. 1 Samuel 16:14 and 1 Kings 22:19. For the general attitude which regards God as the source of good and evil alike, cp. Amos 3:6; Job 2:10. This evil spirit, however, obviously comes as an inevitable retribution upon Abimelech, in fulfilment (as the writer means to imply) of Jotham's curse (Judges 9:57). 

25. The main eastern and northern roads both pass through Shechem. Since Abimelech probably took toll from the merchants who used them, these highway robberies would injure his treasury and his reputation alike. 

26. Gaal is introduced quite abruptly; Judges 9:26-41 are really in parenthesis: the main narrative is continued at Judges 9:42. Ebed means 'slave'; probably the name was Obed, 'servant' (of God). 

27. Made merry] RV 'held festival': see on Judges 21:21. Gaal seizes his opportunity at this time of excitement. 

28. Him] in each case Abimelech. The son of Jerubbaal] and therefore no true Shechemite. For serve, etc., it would make better sense to read 'Ye are servants of the men of Hamor,' etc. Hamor] cp. Genesis 33:19. 

29. And he said] we should read (continuing Gaal's speech) 'and I would say.' Gaal is not interviewing Abimelech (Judges 9:30), who is at Arumah (Judges 9:41). 

31. Privily] RV 'craftily,' or as RM 'at Tormah,' which perhaps stands for Arumah. 

32. The field] the usual expression for the open country: cp. Judges 9:36. 

33. The whole atmosphere reeks with intrigue and cruelty: an eloquent comment on the Canaanite character.

34-49. The Conspiracy is stamped out.

35. The entering of the gate] the usual meeting-place. Gaal does not suspect that Zebul has discovered his plot, and is not on his guard. 

37. Plain of Meonenim] lit. 'oak of the soothsayers.' Cp. Genesis 12:6; Judges 4:5. Trees in Palestine often served as landmarks; a conspicuous tree is still regarded as endowed with sanctity. 

38. Zebul now throws off the disguise. 

41. Arumah] is unidentified. Gaal has awakened no real enthusiasm; but neither has Abimelech. 

42. The main narrative is continued from Judges 9:25. 

45. To 'sow with salt' (Deuteronomy 29:23) is to make utterly desolate.

46. The tower of Shechem] This appears to be a place outside Shechem (perhaps like Millo, Judges 9:20), whose inhabitants fear a fate similar to that of Shechem itself. Hold] a rare word for 'hiding place,' as in 1 Samuel 13:6 here, perhaps, meaning some strong and spacious chamber in the temple. The god Berith] RV 'El-berith': see on Judges 8:33. 

48. Zalmon] probably a neighbouring hill. The hill in Psalms 68:14 is thought to be E. of Jordan in the Hauran range.

50-57. The Death of Abimelech.

50. Thebez] 13 m. NE. of Shechem. 

51. Top] RV 'roof,' which would probably be flat, with a parapet. 

53. A piece of a millstone] RV 'an upper millstone,' detachable from the lower; such stones weighed about 27 pounds. The mill is of course worked by hand. All to brake] RV 'brake.' 'To brake 'is really one word, meaning 'smashed' or 'broke in.'

54. Armourbearer] op. 1 Samuel 14:6; 1 Samuel 31:4. The king's attendant has just time to give him a mortal wound. 

55. Men of Israel] see on Judges 9:22. The Israelites have supported Abimelech against their common foes. 

56. Rendered] RV 'requited.'

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-18

The Ammonite Oppression
1-5. The Minor Judges, Tola and Jair.

1. Defend] RV 'save.' Tola] see on Genesis 46:13; Numbers 26:23; 1 Chronicles 7:1. Shamir] unknown. Issachar appears at this time to have had no territory' of its own. 

3. Jair] see Numbers 32:41; Deuteronomy 3:14; 1 Kings 4:13. Gilead is the country E. of the Jordan to which Jephthah also belongs, and which was specially open to attack.

4. Havoth-jair] i.e. tent-villages of Jair: cp. 1 Chronicles 2:22. 

5. Camon] unknown.

6-18. The Ammonite oppression. These vv. serve as an introduction to the story of Jephthah, and also, in part (Judges 10:6-7), to those of Samson and Samuel. They repeat the lessons of Judges 2, and, like that passage, remind us throughout of the tone of Deuteronomy. The sequence of thought is the same; faithlessness, oppression, repentance, deliverance.

6. Baalim and Ashtaroth] see on Judges 2:11-13. 

7. The children of Ammon] see Genesis 19:38, where they are said to be akin to the Hebrews. They claimed the land between the Arnon and the Jabbok, E. of Jordan, which the tribes of Reuben and Gad had partly possessed, and which includes a large part of Gilead (Judges 10:8). The Amorites were the aboriginal inhabitants of this, as of the hill-country W. of the Jordan. 

9. The Ammonite raids extended to the central strongholds of Palestine (cp. Judges 12:1); but Judges 11 makes it clear that the brunt of their 'oppression' was felt in Gilead. 

11. See Judges 10:6. The two lists partially coincide. The Amorites] Perhaps a reference to Numbers 21:21. Ammon] So far no deliverance from these has been described. 

12. We know nothing of a Zidonian oppression. Amalekites] see Judges 3:13 and Judges 6:3, Judges 6:33, also Exodus 17:8. Maonites] LXX has 'Midianites.' The Maonites lived S. of the Dead Sea: cp. 2 Chronicles 20:1 RV, 2 Chronicles 26:7. 

17. Mizpeh] of Gilead, the scene of the compact between Jacob and Laban (Genesis 31:49). The name means 'watch-tower.'

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-40

Jephthah's Victory over the Ammonites. His Rash Vow
1-11. The Choice of Jephthah.

1. As the son of a harlot, Jephthah has no legal standing in the tribe. Gilead begat] Throughout the rest of the narrative Gilead is the name of a place, not a person (cp. Judges 12:7). Here Gilead's 'sons' represent the legitimate tribesmen. 

3. Tob] must have been near Gilead, probably to the NE. (cp. 2 Samuel 10:6). Vain men] see on Judges 9:4. 'Broken men,' such as came to David at the cave of Adullam (1 Samuel 22:2). Went out] on forays. 

9. Jephthah insists on being more than a hired captain: he will be reinstated in the tribe, and placed at its head permanently: cp. 1 Samuel 11:15.

11. Before the Lord] in the holy place at Mizpeh, so that there would be no going back from the bargain.

12-28. Jephthah and the Ammonite chieftain. For this appeal to the enemy's sense of right cp. Numbers 20:14., an event to which Jephthah here refers.

13. See on Judges 10:7. Restore] The possessions of Israel are still in dispute. 

18. Jephthah points out that Israel made a wide detour so as to leave the real territory of Moab free; he does not refer specifically to Amnion, but in the following vv., as here, he seems to have Moab specially in his mind. The two peoples were akin to one another: cp. Genesis 19:37, Genesis 19:38. 

19. See Numbers 21:21. Heshbon is 16 m. E. of the Jordan, and 12 m. S. of the capital of Ammon. The Amorite territory had belonged to Moab formerly (Numbers 21:26). 

20. Coast] RV 'border,' i.e. territory. Jahaz] cp. Numbers 21:28; Deuteronomy 2:32 a Moabite city. 

22. The wilderness] the Eastern desert. 

23. Jephthah's argument (see on Judges 11:19) is that no land had been taken from Moab or Ammon, only from the aboriginal Amorites.

24. Chemosh] properly, the god of Moab. The Ammonite god was Milcom (1 Kings 11:33, etc.). It has been inferred that Jephthah, or the narrator of Jephthah's words, believed in the existence and power of Chemosh as in that of Jehovah: but this cannot be held to be certain: see also Judges 11:27. An interesting commentary on this passage is to be found in an inscription of Mesha, king of Moab (2 Kings 3:4.), who ascribes all his defeats to the wrath of Chemosh, and his conquests over Israel to Chemosh's goodwill. 

25. RV rightly puts the stop at the end of the v. Judges 11:26 begins a fresh question: see Numbers 22:2. 

26. Aroer] on the N. bank of the Arnon, like Heshbon and Jahaz, is a Moabite town. The Ammonite town, Rabbath-Ammon, is unmentioned. Three hundred years] The different periods hitherto mentioned in the book amount to 301 years.

29-33. Jephthah's Victory over Ammon.

29. The Spirit of the Lord] cp. 7:34. In Judges 11:11 Jephthah and all the people are already at Mizpeh. If these words stand in the right place, they must refer to further journeys taken by Jephthah to rouse the whole people, previous to attacking the Ammonites.

30, 31. Cp. the vows of Jacob (Genesis 28:20), Hannah (1 Samuel 1:11), Absalom (2 Samuel 15:8). Whatsoever] RM 'whosoever.' Who would have been more likely to come out to meet the returning captain than his only daughter? Mesha, king of Moab, sacrificed his eldest son in the stress of a siege (2 Kings 3:27), and that the rite of child-sacrifice was not unknown in Israel is shown by 2 Kings 16:3; 2 Kings 21:6; Jeremiah 7:31; Ezekiel 16:20; Ezekiel 20:26; Micah 6:7, etc. Cp. also Genesis 22. 

33. The plain of vineyards] should be a proper name, Abel-cheramim (so RV).

34-40. The fulfilment of Jephthah's vow. The tragic story is told with consummate art and noble reticence. There is no reason to doubt its literal truth.

34. Came out to meet him] cp. Exodus 15:20; 1 Samuel 18:6. 

35. Thou] The pronoun is emphatic. Jephthah had had troubles enough both from his kinsmen and his foes. When his daughter comes out to meet him, the full significance of his self-imposed vow bows him strengthless to the ground. 

36. His daughter divines what is in his mind: for she could hardly have learned of his vow beforehand (Judges 11:34).

37. Bewail my virginity] The greatest grief of a Hebrew woman consisted in being childless. The writer leaves us in no doubt of her fate. 

40. Lament] RV 'celebrate.'

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-15

The Ephraimites Quarrel with Jephthah. His Death
1-6. Jephthah and Ephraim. Once more the members of the leading tribe find themselves left out of the victory, and complain: cp. Judges 8:1; Jephthah deals with them differently from Gideon.

1. Northward] RM 'to Zaphon,' a town near Succoth: cp. Joshua 13:27. 

2. When I called you] It would seem that Jephthah had done more than simply rouse Gilead: see on Judges 11:29. 

4. Jephthah now makes use of the headship promised him in Judges 11:11. The second part of the v. is unintelligible. As it stands, it refers to some further taunt of the Ephraimites. But 'fugitives' means, in the original, 'survivors': and the Gileadites are regarded in the genealogies as an offshoot of Manasseh, to whom, indeed, the land of Gilead was assigned. 

5. The passages] RV 'fords.' Ephraim had invaded Gilead, and the Gileadites took advantage of a dialectical peculiarity to identify every Ephraimite fugitive. Some exaggeration of numbers seems indisputable.

8-15. The Minor Judges, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon.

8. Bethlehem] Probably in Zebulun, mentioned in Joshua 19:15. 

9. Thirty] cp. Joshua 10:4
11. Elon] in Numbers 26:26 the name of a clan; possibly in the cases of Ibzan and Abdon also the hero and his family are confused. 

15. Pirathon] Possibly the modern Ferata, SW. of Shechem. Amalekites] Probably the Amalekites had made a settlement in Mt. Ephraim.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-25

The Story of Samson
Except for Judges 15:20 and Judges 16:31, Samson has none of the characteristics of a Judge. His exploits against the Philistines are all solitary, and though they doubtless afforded relief to the Israelites, they left no permanent result. We learn much more of the internal organisation of the Philistines than of any of the other foes of Israel; and it was their continued and formidable opposition which, under the will of Jehovah, really welded Israel into a single nation in the times of Samuel and Saul. Samson could not accomplish this; his hatred of the Philistines is undying; but its causes are private rather than national; and his fate is the direct result of his unwillingness to break off all relations with them. He is a warning rather than an example; but such stories as his could not fail to be popular.

1. The Philistine Oppression: see on Judges 3:8.

2-25. The Birth and Parentage of Samson.

2. Zorah] in Joshua 19:41 a Danite city; it lies some 17 m. W. of Jerusalem. Later, the Danites migrated northwards (Judges 18), and Zorah was reckoned as belonging to Judah (Joshua 15:33; 2 Chronicles 11:10). Family] properly, clan.

3. Angel of the Lord] cp. Judges 2:1; Judges 6:11.

4, 5. Wine nor strong drink] These are forbidden to the Nazirites (Numbers 6:3), and here to the mother of the future Nazirite: cp. also Amos 2:12. Unclean] regarded as unfit for food: we may compare our English attitude to horseflesh. No razor] In Numbers 6 the 'Nazirite,' or religious devotee, is under restrictions only for a time; he takes the condition on himself voluntarily; at the close of the period he cuts off his hair and devotes it to God (cp. Acts 18:18). Here the state begins before birth, and is to last till death. Samson himself does not appear to abstain from wine (Judges 14:10). Nothing is here said of the connexion between Samson's hair and his strength.

6. Man of God] The woman, apparently like Gideon (see on Judges 6:15), does not recognise her visitor as supernatural, though she feels him to be inspired. She does not venture, like her husband, to ask the stranger's name. 

12. Now let thy words, etc.] i.e. granted that this takes place, how shall we, etc. How shall we] RV 'what shall be the manner of the child, and what shall he his work?'

15. Cp. Judges 6:17. 

16. The last words give the reason for Judges 6:15. 

18. Secret] RV 'wonderful,' i.e. above your comprehension; cp. Genesis 32:29.

22. Cp. Judges 6:22.; Isaiah 6:5. No man can hope to see God and live. Note the sound wisdom of the woman's answer.

24, 25. Samson] i.e. probably 'Sun's man': cp. the name of the Bethshemesh, 'place of the Sun,' just opposite Zorah. Move] a rare word, meaning to disturb or stir up: cp. Judges 14:19; Judges 15:14 also Judges 3:10; Judges 6:34; Judges 11:29. In Samson's case the narratives suggest a peculiar frenzy of strength and rage. Camp of Dan] RV, as a proper name, 'Mahaneh-dan,' which was near Kirjath-jearim, in Judah (c. Judges 18:12). Eshtaol] 1½ m. E. of Zorah.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-20

The Marriage of Samson
1-5. Samson chooses a wife among the Philistines. He and his parents go down to Timnath.

2. Timnath] some 4 m. SW. of Zorah, allotted to Dan (Joshua 19:43); it was retaken by the Philistines in the reign of Ahaz (2 Chronicles 28:18). Get her for me to wife] It was customary for parents to conduct the negotiations and pay the dowry: cp. Genesis 34:4-12.

3. Cp. Genesis 24:3; Genesis 26:34; Genesis 27:46; Genesis 4. It was of the Lord] God purposed to use Samson as a weapon against the Philistines.

6-9. The slaying of the Lion.

6. Cp. Judges 13:25 for the exploit, cp. 1 Samuel 17:34; 2 Samuel 23:20. 

8. A swarm of bees.. in the carcase] probably it had dried up under the hot sun.

10, 11. The bridal feast. 

11. When they saw him] Many Greek MSS, by a slight change, read 'since they feared him,' a natural explanation of this choice of what was practically a 'body-guard.' Cp. Matthew 9:15, 'the children of the bride-chamber.'

12-20. Samson's Riddle and its consequences.

12. Thirty] one for each of his new companions. Sheets] RV 'linen garments.'

15. Called] i.e. invited us to your feast. To take that we have] RV 'impoverish us.'

16. She does not dare to tell her husband the real reason of her curiosity. 

17. Lay sore upon him] RV 'pressed him sore.'

19. Ashkelon] on the coast of the Philistine country. There is, however, a village of the same name about an hour S. of Timnath (mentioned in 'Survey of Western Palestine') to which perhaps Samson rushed off. To leave the bride like this is an insult, which her father at once avenges by giving her to the 'best man': cp. Judges 15:2.

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-20

Samson Slaughters the Philistines
Samson, being denied his wife, burns the corn of the Philistines. He is delivered up to them by the men of Judah, but bursts his bonds, and slaughters many of the Philistines.

1, 2. Samson is denied his wife.

1. Wheat harvest] i.e. about May: cp. Judges 15:4. The reason for the last clause is given in Judges 14:19, Judges 14:20. 

2. The father still desires to be conciliatory to one who might prove so valuable a son-in-law.

3-8. Samson's Revenge.

3. More blameless than, etc.] RV blameless in regard of.. when I do them a mischief.' Samson means that the Philistines have now clearly put themselves in the wrong.

4. Foxes] RM 'jackals.'

6. See Judges 14:15.

7. Though ye have done] RV 'if ye do.'

8. Top, etc.] RV 'cleft of the rock of Etam.' Samson leaves his own tribe for the neighbouring territory of Judah.

9-13. The action, of the men of Judah.

9. Lehi] The name means 'jawbone,' perhaps from some resemblance in its shape. The site is not definitely known. 

10, 11. Each party represents the other as the aggressor. Observe Judah's dread of the Philistines. It is not difficult, with such a spirit, to understand foreign domination. Nor is one tribe under any obligation to assist a member of another.

14-20. Samson's Deliverance and Slaughter of the Philistines.

14. The Spirit] see on Judges 13:25. Loosed] RV 'dropped.'

15. New] i.e. fresh: not dry or brittle: such might easily be found lying on the ground. A thousand men] op. Judges 3:31 and 2 Samuel 23:11. 

16. In the Hebrew this v. reads as two jingling lines, with a pun on 'ass' and 'heaps.'

17. Called that place] RV 'that place was called.' Properly, Ramath means 'height.' The name was 'Jawbone height': by another pun the meaning 'Jawbone-throw' is suggested. 

19. That was in the jaw] RV 'that is in Lehi,' a hollow (Heb. 'mortar') in the ground close to the scene of the slaughter. The 'caller' (Heb. hakkôrç) is the name for the partridge: cp. 1 Samuel 26:20. 

20. He judged] cp. prefatory note to Judges 13.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-31

Samson's Escape from Gaza. Delilah's Treachery. Samson's Death
1-3. Samson and Gaza.

1. Gaza] 2 m. from the coast, and the last town of Palestine on the coast road to Egypt. Here Samson would be a whole day's journey from his mountain home, in his enemies' territory.

2, 3. They appear not to have surrounded the house, but waited to kill him when he found the gates closed in the morning. He suspects their plan, and does not wait till morning. The two gates would turn on pins, and be made by locks or bars into one piece, which Samson lifts up and carries off. The distance from Gaza to Hebron (one of the highest points in the rugged land of Judah) is nearly 40 m.

4-22. Samson's capture through the treachery of Delilah.

4. A woman] For the third time Samson's reckless daring in love brings him into danger. Sorek] a long and fertile 'wady' or glen, running W. from near J erusalem to the plain: cp. Genesis 49:11. Zorah and Timnah are both in this valley. 

5. The lords of the Philistines] see on Judges 3:3. Wherein his great strength lieth] properly 'by what means his strength is great.' The 'lords' fancy he must have some amulet or magical device. Afflict] properly, 'torment.' Pieces] i.e. shekels. The amount to be paid by each is about £150.

7. Whether Samson suspects or not, he plays upon her credulity. The supposed secret of the 'green withs,' i.e. undried bowstrings made from the intestines of animals, has all the more verisimilitude because of the sacred (and magical) number seven (cp. Judges 16:13). The Philistines are deceived as readily as Delilah.

11. Occupied] RV 'wherewith no work hath been done': cp. Luke 19:13 (AV).

13, 14. The v. is incomplete. LXX helps us to fill the gap, thus: 'if thou weavest.. web, and beatest up with the pin, my strength will fail; so while he slept Delilah did so, and she beat up the web with the pin, and said.' Delilah wove the long hair into an unfinished piece of stuff left on the upright loom: the pin was used for 'beating up' the cloth (in this case, the hair) tight and firm. Went away with the pin of the beam] 'pin' should here be omitted: Samson pulls the posts of the loom out of the ground. 

15. Thine heart] thy mind or knowledge; cp. Judges 16:17, Judges 16:18.

18. Delilah sees at once that Samson is no longer tricking her, and she makes the Philistines equally confident. The belief in the importance of the hair (see on Judges 13:5) was widespread in antiquity. 

19, Afflict] how is not explained. He is still asleep. 

20. Departed] when he was robbed of the hair which it was his duty to preserve. 

21. See 2 Kings 25:7. Grinding was women's work.

23-31. Samson's Last Exploit and Death.

23. Dagon] the chief Philistine god (1 Samuel 5).

25-29. He would make sport enough by being what he was, blind and in chains. Pillars] Two columns on which rested the roof of a large verandah, perhaps attached to the temple. After being in the court in front, in the sight of all, both below and above, he is brought to rest against these. 

28. My two eyes] RM 'for one of my two eyes.' A stroke of grim humour quite in keeping, at this supreme moment, with the character of Samson. 

29. On which it was borne up] RV 'leaned on them.'

31. The Philistines had no wish, and perhaps no spirit, to interfere with Samson's burial in his own country. Milton has brought out the tragic elements of this wild story at the. end of 'Samson Agonistes.' Judged] see intro. to Judges 13.

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-13

The Story of Micah
This story, which is continued in the following c, is undoubtedly a very old one. In striking contrast to many other narrative portions of the Old Testament, there is in the body of this narrative no condemnation of the image-worship to which the Danites attached such importance, nor of their mode of securing it. We can but wonder the more at the heights, which the religion of Israel was to climb from such beginnings as this. Cp. Joshua 19:47.

1-6. Micab's idols.

1 Ephraim] see on Judges 3:27. 

2. Eleven hundred] see on Judges 16:5. Taken] as appears from the following clause, stolen. The mother's curse (though she is ignorant of the thief) will not allow Micah to rest till the money is restored. 

3, 4. As the text stands, Micah restored the money twice over. This can hardly be correct. 'Yet' (Judges 17:4) should be 'and,' as in RV. Observe that the images are to be made in honour of Jehovah. 

3. Graven image] specifically, an idol carved out of wood or stone, or, generally, any kind of idol. 'Molten image' was added, not (as it would seem) to denote a second idol ('they' in Judges 17:4 should be 'it'; see also Judges 18:30-31), but to show that the idol was covered over with the silver.

5. House of gods] i.e. a private shrine, la Heb. the word for 'god' may be read; either as singular or plural. Ephod] see on Judges 8:27. The ephod is often connected with oracular responses (cp. Isaiah 23:6-9 also Exodus 28 Leviticus 8); the priest in charge of it can make inquiry of Jehovah. Teraphim] cp. Hosea 3:4 : also Genesis 31:19; 1 Samuel 15:23; 1 Samuel 19:13. The word is plural in form, and seems to denote household idols of some kind; cp Judges 18:24. Consecrated] Took into his employment for the performance of religious duties: cp. Judges 17:10, Judges 18:4; 1 Samuel 7:1. 

6. Cp. Judges 18:1; Judges 19:1; Judges 21:25.

7-13. The engagement of the Levite. Levite] The word denotes not his tribe but his calling. Sojourned] The regular term used in connexion with a 'resident alien' who intends at some time to return to his home.

10. Father] cp. 2 Kings 2:12; 2 Kings 6:21 : also Genesis 45:8 a title of respect, which might be quite consistent with the priest's being supported as a son (Judges 17:11).

13. The professional knowledge of the Levite, in matters of ritual, gives him (and his employer) an advantage over others who might be selected as priests.

Verses 1-25

The Migrations of the Danites, and the Feud between Benjamin and the other tribes (Judges 17-21)
This concluding section is really an appendix. Instead of describing a further deliverance, it recounts two tribal stories m which the rough manners and primitive religious ideas of the time are shown with most valuable and vivid detail. Redundancies and discrepancies in the narratives (see on Judges 17:3; Judges 18:17) as well as differences in the language, suggest that more than one account has been used in each of the stories. This is no sign, however, that they are not historical; and they must probably be placed earlier rather than later in the general framework of the period.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-31

The Danites go in Quest of an Inheritance. They rob Micah of his Images, capture and settle in Laish, and set up Idol-Worship there
1-10. The Danite Spies.

2. From their coasts] RV 'from their whole number.' For Zorah and Eshtaol see on Judges 13:25. 

3. They knew] They recognised him as a Levite from the prayers he was saying.

Makest] RV 'doest.'

6. Before the lord] i.e. under Jehovah's care. 

7. Laish] In Joshua 19:47 the name appears as Leshem. Later on it was called Dan, from its new inhabitants (cp. Judges 18:29, and chapter Judges 20:1). It lay near Lebanon and the sources of the Jordan in the extreme N. of Palestine, and was about 40 m. from Sidon, the famous commercial city on the sea-coast. The rest of the v. implies that the residents were a colony from Zidon. Put them to shame] The Hebrew here gives no intelligible sense. Business] RV 'dealings.'

With any man] LXX (in some Mss) reads 'with Syria' whose capital, Damascus, was about as distant as Sidon. 

10. Secure] as always in AV,' free from care or apprehension.'

11-31. The Danite Expedition to Laish.

11. Six hundred men] cp. Judges 20:47 a very small number when compared with those given in Judges 20:15, Judges 20:17 or Judges 15:15; Judges 16:27. Yet it would seem that the larger part of the tribe went northwards. Appointed] RV 'girt.'

12. Mahanehdan] see on Judges 13:25 they then turn northwards.

16. The gate] of the village. 

17. An amplification of Judges 18:15 farther repeated in Judges 18:18. Here and in Judges 18:18 'graven image' and 'molten image' are understood as two distinct objects. In Judges 18:20, Judges 18:30-31 the 'molten image' is left unmentioned. 

19. See on Judges 17:10. 

21. Carriage] RV 'goods': cp. Acts 21:15 (what is carried: cp. the word 'luggage'). The armed men marched last, expecting pursuit. 

28. See on Judges 18:7. The building of one city on the ruins of another was common, as excavations at Gezer and Lachish have made clear. Beth-rehob] unknown. 

29. Israel] Jacob: see Genesis 35:10.

30. The possession of this image was evidently an important thing. Jonathan] This must refer to the young Levite, who has been hitherto unnamed, unless his name has dropped out of the text previously. Manasseh] RV 'Moses.' This, the true text, was altered in later times, to save Moses from any connexion with such a priesthood as this. Captivity] Probably the depopulation of Northern Israel by Tiglath Pileser in 734 b.c. 

31. In Shiloh] NE. of Bethel, where the ark was kept in the 'house of God' (1 Samuel 1-4). The destruction of this 'house' is mentioned in Jeremiah 7:12; Jeremiah 26:9. Possibly it was destroyed by the Philistines. In 1 Samuel 22:11 the priesthood settled formerly at Shiloh appears at Nob.

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-30

The Wickedness of Gibeah
A Levite and his concubine meet with foul treatment at Gibeah, a town of Benjamin. The indignation of the other tribes is roused against the Benjamites.

This chapter gives the cause of the war between the rest of the tribes and Benjamin, with which the remainder of Judges is concerned. It is difficult to determine the period to which this war should be assigned. In Judges 20 there is no recognised leader or judge in Israel, but all the tribes (quite differently from elsewhere) act together 'as one man' (Judges 20:1-11); and the numbers given (Judges 20:2, Judges 20:15-25) imply a very large population; though an army approaching half a million in number seems unthinkable. On the other hand, it is hard to believe that Benjamin could have suffered such a disaster as this within a generation or two of Saul's accession to the throne. Probably we have an old story, dating from the wild days before Saul (Judges 19:1; Judges 20:28), part of which at least (20, Judges 21:1-14) was retold at a much later period, when the exact details had been lost and were replaced by the writer's conceptions of the past: see on Judges 20:28.

1. When there was no king] see on Judges 17:6. A certain Levite] see on Judges 17:7. 

3. He rejoiced] feeling the separation to be a disgrace.

10. Jebus] see Judges 1:21 : also Joshua 15:8; 1 Chronicles 11:4. The journey from Bethlehem would not take more than two hours. 

12. See on Judges 1:7, Judges 1:8. Did they remember the story of Sodom (Genesis 19)?

13. Gibeah.. Ramah] both N. of Jerusalem. 

14. There is hardly any twilight in Palestine. 

15. Gibeah thus proves as inhospitable as they feared Jerusalem would be.

16. The field] i.e. the open country surrounding the village. 

18. The house of the lord] LXX reads 'my house,' which is preferable.

19. Note the politeness of the phrases 'thy handmaid' and 'thy servants.' The traveller needs nothing except actual house-room. An inn is only the modern substitute for the hospitality on which originally travellers were compelled to rely. This hospitality the stranger from Ephraim (cp. Luke 10:33) insists on providing fully. 

22. Sons of Belial] The Hebrew means simply 'worthless men' or 'rascals.' Belial is not a proper name: cp. 1 Samuel 1:16).

23. The old man dreads being compelled to violate the laws of Eastern hospitality.

29. Cp. 1 Samuel 11:7.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-48

The Slaughter of the Benjamites
The Levite recounts his wrongs to a full assemblage of the tribes, who decree punishment upon Benjamin. Their first two attacks are unsuccessful, but the third results in the almost total extermination of the Benjamites.

1-11. The Israelites assemble at Gibeah.

1. Congregation] This word is only used in the later books of the OT. after Israel had ceased at the exile to be a nation: see intro. Judges 19). Dan] see on Judges 18:29. Beer-sheba] the southernmost point of Palestine, 28 m. SW. of Hebron. See Genesis 21, 26; 1 Samuel 8:2; Amos 5:5.

2. Four hundred thousand] contrast Judges 5:8.

3. Mizpeh] not the place in Gilead mentioned in Judges 11:11, but on a hill about two hours' journey NW. from Jerusalem.

12-29. The defeats of the Israelites.

12. The responsibility for the outrage is regarded as resting on the whole tribe. 

15. In Judges 20:44-47 only 25,600 men are accounted for. LXX here reads 25,000, and neglects the 700 men of Judges 20:16. 

16. See on Judges 3:16. 

18. Cp. 12. Bethel (RV) would be some four hours' distance to the N. After this journey the whole army marches back to Gibeah. 

23. This v., placed in brackets, should really precede Judges 20:22, on which Judges 20:24 properly follows. 

25. In these two battles the Israelites thus lose a tenth of their whole number. 

26. House of God] RV 'Bethel.' Burnt offerings.. peace offerings] Sacrifices in which the whole was consumed on the altar, and sacrifices in which part was eaten by the worshippers at a common meal.

27, 28. This parenthesis is added to explain why Bethel was visited, and not Shiloh, as might have been expected from the statements made in Joshua 18:10 and 1 Samuel 4:3. If the note about Phinehas is correct, these events must have taken place in the first generation after Joshua.

30-48. The destruction of Benjamin.

31. The same stratagem as that which had proved successful at Ai (Joshua 8:16). House of God] RV 'Bethel,' as in Judges 20:26. 

33. Baaltamar] unknown.

35. The Lord] Israel's success is really Jehovah's. This v. anticipates the end of the story. In the whole narrative there is a good deal of misplacement (e.g. Judges 20:37, Judges 20:39) and redundancy (e.g. Judges 20:31-32). Judges 20:36 commences what is really a second account of the battle, with a very much fuller conclusion. 

37. Drew themselves along] 'moved forward.'

42. The wilderness] i.e. to the more desolate region lying to the E. 

43. With ease] RV 'at their resting place,' or, as RM, 'at Menuhah.' The sunrising] i.e. the E. 

45. Rimmon] 3 m. E. of Bethel. Gidom is unknown. 

48. The men of every city] RV 'the entire city,' or, as RM, 'the inhabited city.'

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-25

Wives are given to the Benjamite Survivors
1-6. The lamentation for Benjamin.

1. Had sworn] see on Judges 17:2. All the women and children in Benjamin have been massacred: cp. Judges 21:16. 

2. House of God] RV 'Bethel,' as in Judges 20:26, Judges 20:31. 

4. Burnt offerings and peace offerings] see on Judges 20:26. 

5. Lit. 'the great curse had been pronounced upon,' etc. 

6. Repented them] see on Judges 2:18.

7-25. The Benjamites provided with wives.

8. Jabesh-gilead] i.e. Jabesh in Gilead; cp. 1 Samuel 11; 1 Samuel 31:11-13. Probably about 10 m. SE. of Beth-shean or Beisan. 

12. Shiloh] see on Judges 18:31. Hitherto, Bethel had been the headquarters. 

13. Call peaceably] RV 'proclaim peace.'

14. 200 survivors were still left unprovided for. 

19. Shechem] see on Judges 9:1. Lebonah] 3 m. NW. of Shiloh. Shiloh thus lies off the main road, and soon loses its early importance. 

21. To dance] see on Judges 9:27 also 2 Samuel 6:14. The act, like the whole feast, was regarded as religious.

22. No clear sense can be obtained from the Heb. The general meaning must be, 'allow the men to keep these girls, since we did not find wives for them in Jabesh-gilead; and as your daughters were taken from you by force, you have not broken your oath.'

